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An ORATION, &c. 


Tis with much propriety; that this day, is gene- 
rally devoted to national feftivity and joy : But 
it cannot be entirely ufelefs, even on this proud day, 
to improve one fhort hour, in reflecting upon the 
fituation of our country. In the attempt to exhibit, 
in a partial and inadequate manner, fome of the dif- 
ficulties and dangers, to which we ftand expofed, I 
have not the vanity to expeét that the facts, or re- 
flections, which may occur, will, in any high de- 
gree, be either pleafing or tnftructive. It may per- 
haps be fufficient for the occafion, and furely it is 
enough for my ambition, if this addrefs fhall be fo 
fortunate, as to make an impreflion, favorable to the 
empire of virtue, and the reign of the laws. 

Tux fplendid fucceffes of the French revolution, 
have, fora long time, blinded our eyes, and bewil- 
dered our underftandings; and it was not in our 
power to check our enthufiaftic ardor and affection, 
until the perfidy, cruelty, and impious ambition of 
its leaders, had taught all nations to feel for their 
own freedom and fecurity. Itis now too well eftab- 
lifhed, to admit of any reafonable doubt, that our 
deareft interefts, both of a political and dometic 
nature, are deeply involved in the events of that 
revolution. Indeed there is the ftrongeft reafon to 
believe, that France has the moft fixed and deadly 
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animofity, againft the government and people of the 
United States. In this fituation, it will not be thought 
improper, fhould I defert the cuftomary topics of 
this occafion, to draw an imperfect fketch of the re- 
lations we ftand in, towards that terrible republic. * 
To fome it may feem ftrange, that I fhould fpeak 
of any exifting relations, between the United States, 
and France. Events have indeed taken place, which 
may feem to proclaim a ftate of a¢tual hoftility ; but 


_ thefe events are not of that {trong and decifive caift, 


which muft neceflarily produce war: The meafures 
adopted by our government, to prote&t our com- 
merce, and in fome meafure to wipe away our na- 
tional difgrace, are of that temporizing, and mon- 
grelftamp, which, partly pacific, and partly hoftile, 
leave to France, the uliimate decifion of the quef- 
tion, of unconditional hoftility. It becomes not me | 
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to decide, whether this flate of things, awkward 
and inconvenient as it may feem, is to be preferred 
to unequivocal war. 

Ons certain refult however, of this motley fyftem 
is, that it leaves us expofed, again and again, to all 
the evils of negociation ; and it requires great polit- 
ical forecaft to decide, whether a fituation more tru- 2 
ly alarming, can be the misfortune of any people, | 
We are called upon to a& in a‘fcene, where every 
ftep is furrounded with perils. If we refufe to nego- 
ciate, war is to be dreaded: If we liften to negocia- 
tion, our own experience, and that of other nations, 
will teach us to dread a ‘* diplomatic kill’? in the 
French, which has hitherto proved efficacious for all 
the purpofes of their infernal policy. | 

Arrer having humbled ourfelves before France, | 
and’at the feet of her directory ; after having made 
our complaints to thefe mercilefs: barbarians, in the 
language of wounded friendthip; after having be- 
held the final accomplifhment of our degradation, in 
the mortifying {petacle of our commiffioners, driven 
with every mark of contumely and reproach, frem 
the prefence of the haughty divan; we are now fup- 
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plicated tocompromife our differences in an amica- 
ble manner, 

- Unverr thefe difgraceful and degrading circum- 
ftances, ought the United States to accept the prof- 
fered invitation ? Ought we indeed to indulge a mo- 
mentary wifh, to be in any way connected with the 
French republic? Any fuch connection mutt be ef.- 
fected by further negociation, and a fecond treaty ; 
to which there are many, and in my apprehenfion, 
infuperable objections. 

A TREATY between flates, is from its nature, and 
the fituation of nations, a mere bargain upon trutt ; 
and the parties can have no fecurity againft each 
other, for the performance of their mutual ftipula- 
tions, but the public faith of their refpe@tive gov- 
ernments. ‘This public faith depends, in a high de- 
gree, upon the refpect which the rulers of nations 
pay, to the facred obligations of morality. 

TuRN your attention for a moment, to the moral 
character of the rulers of France; you will find 
them deftitute of every trait, either of honor,. or 
honefty. We were, for a long time under the fatal 
delufion, of imputing the cruelties of the revolu- 
tion, to the neceflities of virtuous. men, {trugglin 
againft a long eftablifhed fyftem of oppreflion, the 
moft intolerable and defpotic, in the annals of man- 
kind. But this dark milt, raifed up by the induftri- 
ous votaries of anarchy and gonfufion, has been dif 
fipated by the light of hiftoric truth. 

Ir is now confirmed, by teftimony which cannot 
lie, that the fcheme of revolutionizing, not only 
France, the pretended object of this work of dark- 
nefs, but the world itfelf, was engendered in the ma- 
lignant minds of a certain defcription of felf-called 
philofophers, the zealous idolaters of vice, in all its 
hideous forms, and the determined foes to Chrifti- 
anity, inallits various denominations. Thefe men, 
affecting to fpurn at the wifdom of ages, and to.turn 
to nought the morality of the {criptures, have un- 
dertaken the tafk of leading mankind to the practice 
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of virtues, not to be found in any code or fyftem of 
morality, hitherto promulgated to man. Indeed 
their plan has been, in all things, to difturb and over- 
whelm, the eftablifhed order of thought, that they 
might with the greater eafe, introduce a myfterious 
faith, and a profane and fearful worfhip, which was 
to deluge the earth with crimes. Their principles, 
are thofe of anarchy and impiety, which they have 
fcattered, like fire-brands, over the face of the whole 


‘earth, carrying wherever they went, mifery, confla- 


gration, anddeath. ‘Thefe reftlefs apoftles of ini- 
quity, have not been fatisfied, with the diffufion of 
their poifon, over a few kingdoms and empires; but 
urged on by the genius of fanaticifm and terror, their 
fixed and unalterable purpofe is, not to ceafe from 
their horrid labors, until the accomplifhment of 
what they, in blafphemous mockery, call the regen- 
eration of the world. 

Since the death of Voltaire, to the influence of 
whofe powerful genius, worthy of a better caufe, we 
may fafely impute the introduction of this novel phi- 
lofophy, the difciples of his fchool have put in mo- 
tion, every abominable artifice, and every potent 
fpell, to efteGt the dreadful purpofes of their maf- 
ter’s impiety. Secret» clubs, private focieties, and 
committees of infurrection, have been organized 
throughout Europe, to {catter abroad the principles 
of impiety and anarchy, and to give them an un- 
controlable power over the minds of men. 

To prepare aconfpiracy, deftructive of the blef- 
fings of civil life, and every human happinefs, the 
fociety of the 1LLuMINATI, and the *occULT LopcEs 


* Tam forryto hear, that fome worthy perfons, who belong to the 
fraternity of Free-Mafons, took offence at the cenfure, here caft up- 
on the occutr LopGes of the craft; and as I always am difpofed 
to give a candid explanation, of what I have faid, or done, which 
appears to have been mifunderftood, the reader will now be inform- 
ed, of the caufe, why t/e/e Lodges, were {poken of, inthe manner 
they were. That a confpiracy of a formidable nature againft 
the church and the ftate, has for a long time exifted on the European 
continent, cannot now, be doubted ; and fince the mafs of teftimo- 
ny, publifhed by the learned and indefatigable Abbe Barruel, there 
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of free-mafonry, have exhaufted the powers of the 
human mind, in inventing and combining, a feries 
of dread myfteries, unhallowed machinations, and 
difaftrous plots. All thefe various fchemes, have 
been devifed for the fole purpofe, of giving active 
and energetic effect, to the principles of Voltaire, 
and his fchool ; and their fuccefs has become a very 


can be as little doubt, but the fociety of Free-Mafons has in a variety 
of ways, been made inftrumental in the plots of the confpirators. 
But this pofition is to be underftood in a limited fenfe ; for itis by no 
means true with regard to the generality of mafons, among whom, T 
find, many of my beft and earlieft friends ; many enlightened and 
worthy citizens ; and many exalted patriots. No good man will be- 
lieve, that our greateft and heft character_Gen. Wathington, would 
add his name and give his fanction toa fociety, which had for its ob- 
jet, the deftruction of religion and government. 

The real truth is, that many lodges in France and Germany, have 
either adopted or inflituted, degrees of mafonry beyond the three or- 
dinary ranks, known in England and America, and that in thefe 
ranks or degrees, all the fymbols, ceremenies, and myfterics of the 
craft, have been converted to the vileft purpofes. Thisis conftantly 
admitted by the beft informed and moft liberal mafons. By the ex- 
preflion oceULT LODGES, I intended to point out thefe higher orders 
or degrees, and to diftinguifh them from the ranks of apprentice, fel- 
low-craft,andmafter-mafon, whofe conduct fo far as ithas beenknown 
tome, has been as exemplary, as that of the fame number of men, 
of any other fociety. 

To diftinguifh thofe orders of mafons who have confpired againit 
“ all altars and thrones,”? from the innocent and well affecied of the 
craft, the Abbe Barrvel has made ufe of the French arricres logess 
which his tranflator has rendered by the Englifh words, occult lodges. 
"This tranflator has; in-a note'to Kis work; given the reafon why thefe 
words are uled te denote acertain defcription of mafonic confpira- 
tors. The noteisinthefe words; “ We fay OCCULT LODGES, as 
free-mafons in general were far from being acquainted with the con- 
{piracies of the occult lodges ; and” indeed many were people not to 
be tampered with. It might be objected, that all lodges, were oc- 
cult; with regard to the public,they were fo ; butbefides the common 
lodges, there exifted others, which were hidden from the generality 
of tree-mafons. It is thofe thatthe author ftyles arrieres loges,and that 
we have tranflated occutt topGces.” AsLufed thefe unfortunate 
expreflions, in the fame fenfe with the Abbe Barruel’s tranflator, this 
explanation muft {creen me from the cenfure of the jrft and honor- 
able mafon; and as it refpeéts others, if there be any fuch of the 
craft, whoare notjuftand honorable men, whatever their characters 
may be as mafons, I fhall not feek either their diflike or approbation. 

I ought to mention, that the Abbe Barruel excepts from all bad in- 
tentions the Englifh mafons, and goes fo far as to fay, that “ itis 
glorious tor them, . to fee themfelves defpifed, by the moft unrelent- 
ing enemies, of the ‘altar, the throne, and of all fociety.”” The 
Abbe, was himfelf a mafon, and knew how to make the proper dif- 
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phenomenon, in the civilized world. The princi- 
ples thus invented and diffufed, have at length been 
dreadfully refined, and fublimated, in- the fervent 
heat of the jacobinic revolution in France. 

Tue obje& of thefe terrible reformers of the 
morals of men, as difclofed by this event, is to 
make a dreary defart of the world, by the deftruc- 
tion of every religion, and the demolition of every 
government. ‘The fentence denounced againft thefe 


two ufeful, and venerable inftitutions, is at once fa- 


tal, and irrevocable. To accomplifh this deteftable 
object, the adepts are commanded, and even fworn, 
never to be weary in making profelytes, by arts the 
mott infidious and vile ; and even Princes and Kings, 


are to be drawn in to fign, involuntarily, the fure 


warrant of their own execution. ' 

In this warfare, of vice again{t virtue, of anarchy 
and rebellion againft civil order, of atheifm ‘* and 
every evil work” againit religion and morality, 
truth is to be put to flight, by the /ight artillery, and 
miffile weapons of fophiltry, and the ground thus 
gained, is to be preferved by fire, the fword, and 
the guillotine. 

Never hasa fyftem exifted, fo full fraught with 
mifchief ; and in its effets, fo terrible to the affairs 
of mankind. To fay that the dark ages are revived, 
in the plans of modern philofophifm, is a feeble ex- 
preflion ; fince the conduct of its adepts, is not the 
barbarifm of an ignorant horde of favages, led on 
by the momentary impulfe of paffion; but their 
cruelties are the refult of cool calculation, and re- 
quire the ingenuity of a refined people, to invent, and 
the firm and fy{tematized plans of a learned people, to 
execute. 

Sucw was the fchool, to which the leaders of the 
French revolution, and the chiefs of their prefent 
republic, are indebted, for their principles of mo- 
tality, and no perfon has now the hardihood to fay, 
that the pafling fcenes in France, do not fatally ver- 
ify in the pupils, the moft fanguine expectations of 
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their malter. If there be any neceffity, that the ru- 
Jers of nations, fhould regard the common rules of 
morality, if we muft rely on the public faith of 
France, for the execution of a treaty, which is to 
reconcile the two nations; where fhall we find the 
principal which is to infpire us with confidence or 
hope f Is there any fecurity that the ftipulations, 
which may be written on parchment, will not be vi- 
olated on the moment of their execution ? Is it not 
rather to be expected, that as foon as an opportuni- 
ty prefents, the rulers of France will ridicule our 
mifplaced confidence, “ laugh at our calamity, and 
mock when our fear cometh ?” 

Ir arguments drawn from the utter depravity, of 
the French leaders, are not fufficient to convince the 
moft incredulous mind, turn your attention for a 
moment, to their diplomatic hiftory, as it refpetts 
both foreign nations, and ourfelves. 

In looking over the long lift of nations, who have 
been prepared by negociation, to become provinces 
of France ; Holland, Geneva, Venice, and Swit- 
zerland, claim, in the dark catalogue, a pre-emi- 
nent rank. The difaftrous fate of thefe nations, 
teaches the people of every country, the moft awful 
and tremendous leffons, on the diplomatic engage. 
ments of the French. ‘Thefe engagements are not 
confined to treaties, executed with the ufual and ef- 
tablifhed ceremony of a public convention ; but 
may be traced in all the public aéts of their agents, 
commiffioners, ambafladors, and generals. 


At the time when Dumourier entered the Nether- 


lands, to prepare his way for the conqueft of Hol- 
land, he chofe to clothe “ the diplomatic fkill” of 
his government, in the delufive form of a procla- 
mation. In this fhape, he attempted to create a 
fchifm in the country, by affuring the people, whofe 
friend and deliverer he claimed to be, that while 
their perfons and property, fhould be held facred and 
inviolate, the vengeance of his troops fhould fall 
B * 
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with accumulated weight, upon the heads of their 
oppreffors. But left the piety of a religious people, 
fhould receive a fhock, from the avowed infidelity of 
the French, and leadthem to defend the altars of 
their God ; he was careful to declare, in the moft 
folemn manner, pledging his military honor and the 
faith of his government, that the church, its prop- 
erty, and the rights of confcience, fhould every 
where, andat all times, be feduloufly guarded. 
_ UnrorrunaTs.y thefe treacherous aflurances, 
gained the confidence of the people ; and the rulers 
of the country, thus deprived of its ftrength, were 
compelled to admit the triumphant march of Du- 
mourier, into the heart of their territory. No 
fooner was this fuccefs known in Paris, than the Na- 
tional Aflembly, fetting at defiance, the rules of 
war, the laws of nations, and the ties of confcience 
and honor, iffued their facrilegious decree, direét- 
ing the indifcriminate plunder of the inhabitants, 
and the violation of the facred temples of the Lord. 
Nor was this national aé a vain ceremony, fince the 
Netherlands, were doomed to experience its harth ef- 
fects, in a too precife and literal execution. The 
wretched inhabitants, {tripped of their property, and 
torn from the fociety: of their wives and children, 
were compelled to fubmit to the fcourge of French 
difcipline ; andin the midft of the moft cruel fuf- 
ferings, their piety was fhocked, with the fad {pecta- 
cle ot their churches robbed of their hallowed vates, 
their altars overthrown, and their priefts reproached, 
infulted, and flain. 

I mention the fate of the Netherlands, as paving 


the way, for what is termed the revolution in Hol- 


land ; but what isin truth, a real and deftruGtive con- 
queft. By the magic fpell of negociation, and fra- 
ternization, the French, have eftablifhed a military 
republic, on the ruins of the Prince of Orange and 
his party. 1 forbear to detail the particular events, 
which led the way to the deftruction of the United 
Provinces. The recital would only ferve to roufe 
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our indignation, at the horrid and difgufting fcenes, 
which have every where ‘“‘ marked the track of 
the revolutionary armies and codes.” It is fufficient 
to fay, that Holland, whofe induftrious adtivity, 
and perfevering enterprize, had for centuries been 
charatterized by the fimple, but expreflive meta- 
phor, of a bee-hive, and whofe commercial import- 
ance, and great wealth, had given her the name-of 
the bank of Europe ; has been transformed, from 
her former enviable and fplendid fituation, “into a 
poor and wretched imitator, of the French repub- 
lic. If wealth, fplendor, and power, could confer 
reputation and happinefs, thefe were her portion, 
and richly did fhe deferve them ; but wealth, fplen- 
dor and power, all are flown on rapid wing, to 
grace the triumph of an imperious matter. 

In like manner, Geneva ; once illuftrious, for 
the cultivation of every polite art, and the patron- 
age of every abftrufe fcience, has been made the 
theatre of the wildeft and moft fhameful factions, 
arming citizen againft citizen, with a deadly and 
rancorous hate. 

Wuen the convention ordered their army into 
Savoy, in the year 1792, Servan, minifter of war, 
wrote to Montefquieu the commander of this army 
the following order, “ You muft enter” Geneva 
“ by confent, or force—they have 2000 ftands of 
arms in that town, of which we are in need. If 
you enter by force, you will fend them to us; if 
you enter by confent, fill you will fend them to us, 
promifing to replace them.” A ftronger inftance of 
French diplomacy need not be fought. The lan- 
guage of it is, plunder Geneva—do it by confent if 
poflible—but, at any rate plunder Geneva. Not- 
withftanding this order, Montefquieu, actuated ei- 
ther by his fears, his moderation, or a real defire, to 
avoid a rupture with the Swifs, at that time the allies 
of Geneva, concluded a treaty, by which fomething 
like equitable terms, were granted to the Genevefe. 
Nothing can exceed the difappointment, rancor, 
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and revenge, of Briffot, Claviere, and their party, 
when the news of this treaty, arrived in Paris. 
Montefquieu was inftantly proicribed, the treaty fo 
modified as to fuit themfelves, and the wretched 
Genevefe, compelled to accept the deftru@ive fra- 
ternal embrace. A long report, the production of - 
Briffot’s pen, ferves at once to {how the refentment 
of the Gironde, at Montefquieu’s ill-timed lenity, 
and their own infamous principles re{peCting the law 
of nations. 

‘THis report announces to the convention, that 
** Geneva fhall obtain no other treaty, but the com- 
munication of French principles.—You are to con- 
fider, whether a free nation can, or ought to bind 
herfelf by treaties; whether they are not indecent 
with any government which does derive its powers 
from the people—tor it is perhaps in that confifts the 
fecret of the revolution.” According to the philo- 
fophic opinions of this adept, the principal fecret of 
the French revolution, confifts in the deftruétion of 
thofe only ties, which bind nations together, like 
brethren of the human race; and in declaring it 
infamous to abide by treaties with any people, oth- 
erwife than as they fhall admit “ the communication 
of French principles.” This is the language of 
modern philofophifm ; this is an official, frefh coin- 
ed document, from the bloody mint of the revolu- 
tion. Upon thefe principles, the United States may 
hope that the French will refpe& a treaty between 
the two nations, whenever we will confent to a 
** communication of French principles :’’ or in other 
words, when we fhall eftablith civil order, by the 
erection of a guillotine, when we fhall teach our 
citizens morality, by the preaching of atheifm, and 
when we fhall build “ a republic on earth, by pul- 
ling down the throne, and the King of Heaven.” 

VENICE, a name venerable to commerce, and 
dear to the arts, need only be mentioned, to awaken 
in every breaft, the livelieft indignation, and the 
moft poignant forrow. This once refpeéted and 


18 

honored name, is wiped out of the catalogue of 
nations. If the fuccefsful arms of that arch-buc- 
canier Buonaparte, gave him pofleffion of this once 
famous republic, it required the powers of “ the 
diplomatic fkill” of his country, to barter away to 
another mafter, a whole people, their rights and 
poffeflions. With Venice, the other Italian ftates, 
are funk in the frightful aby{s of the French revolu- 
tion. 

Bur it is the deftruétion of the Helvetic confed- 
eracy, which affords to the United States, the moit 
terrible example, of the fure fuccefs, and fatal ef- 
fects of French negociation. ‘This confederacy in 
fome refpects, ftrongly refembled the conftitution of 
the. United States. It was compofed of a number of 
independent ftates, leagued together, for the pur- 
pofes of common defence. Tho’ the tie, which 
bound the Swifs Cantons, in one political body, was 
lefs accurately defined, and had not for its object, 
fo vaft a variety of intereits, as the American con- 
federacy ; yet it had been found, until fince the 
miraculous event, of the French revolution, a fuffi- 
cient fafe-guard both in war and peace. The ftrong 
principle of felf-intereft, combined with a facred re- 
gard fer their original compact, has enabled the 
Swifs to maintain their conftitution and independ- 
ence, for a feries of ages, amidft the fhocks of con- 
tending nations. By reafon of thofe fortuitous 
events, which happen to nations, during their grad- 
ual formation, their flates were unequal, in point 
of territory and wealth, and differed. from each 
other, in religion, language, manners, and origin. 
But notwithfanding thefe perplexing, and feemingly 
incongruous circumftances, the Helvetic confedera- 
cy, to ufe the impreflive language of the eloquent 
Mallet Du Pan, ‘* exifted like its mountains, by the 
gradual coherence of its parts, the elements of which 
were cemented by the weight of time.” 

Tue fingle name of William Tell, will convey to 
the mind, a correct image, of the fpirit and char- 
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acter, of its ancient inhabitants, who by their valor 
alone, have fecured to their defcendants, a reputa- 
tion, refpected and venerated, by furrounding Prin- 
ces, and a tranquility, undifturbed by the agitations 
and convulfions of European Nations. 

Tuus fortunately fituated, and trufting to the 
wifdom of their government, for the means of pro- 
tection, the Swifs people, confidered themfelves as 
exempt from the calamities of war, and for years 
preceding the French revolution, had cultivated the 
arts of peace, with an unremitting diligence and fue: 
cefs. Of morals pure, and manners fimple, the 
tenants of thefe fortunate mountains, were in pol 
feflion of a felicity, which was the continual theme 
of the hiftorian’s praife, and poet’s fong. All na- 
tions feemed to regard their fingular good fortune, 
as a facred gift of heaven, which it were impious 
to moleft, and facrilegious to deftroy. 

Ar the beginning of a revolution, which was to 
involve ‘* thefe happy fkies,” in its moft frightful 
tempeits, the Helvetic confederacy, was the firm 
friend, and unfufpicious ally of France. Relying 
on the faith of treaties, and content with their own 
fituation, they perfevered in their ancient and wife 
policy, of afluming- among the holtile powers, a 
neutral pofition. ‘The chiefs of France, affected to 
be charmed, with this inftance of magnanimity and 
juftice, while they harboured in their rapacious 
minds, the fell purpofe of dragging the happy Swifs, 
into the vortex of their ewn confufion. Scarcely 
had the treaty of Campo Formio, removed the ob- 
ftructions in the path of the French, when they threw 
off the mafk ; and attacking the Cantons, juft as 
they awoke from their dream of fecurity; at the 
point of the bayonet, and with a thirft of blood 
and plunder never before witneffed, “ they fixed 
their ban on Switzerland.” 

AT an early period of the revolution, {pies 
and emiffaries were difpatched from Paris, to fow 
the feeds of difcord, throughout thefe peaceful re- 
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gions ; and no intrigues were left untried, no arts 
uneflayed, to fill the minds of the people, and their 
magiftrates, with terror and diftruft. To the influ- 
ence of thefe fecret agents, may be charged the eftab- 
lifhment of focieties denominated patriotic, at Berne 
and in all the principal cities and towns. Thefe 
pretended patriots, holding treafonable correfpond- 
ence, with the jacobins at Paris, and with the Swifs, 
who had been banifhed for their crimes, were. per- 
petually diffeminating their feditious poifon, in the 
ftreets and public places; and with the accuftomed 
revolutionary cry, of ‘* ariftocrat,”’ calumniating 
every virtuous citizen, and every upright magiftrate. 
By arts like thefe, were the vileft factions crea- 
ted; who, infinuating themfelves into the public 
councils, and filling the magiftrates with doubt and 
difmay, effectually prevented the adoption, of a fin- 
gle meafure, of a vigorous and decifive character. 

Ir was thus, the pafles through the mountains of 
Switzerland, were opened to Brune, at once the am- 
baflador and general of the French republic. With 
one hand he grafped the exterminating {word—with 
the other, he dealt out the dole of negociation. 
Commanding an army much more numerous than. 
that of the confederacy, he dared not confide his fuc- 
cefs to their boafted valor alone. Within a few 
leagues of the gates of Berne, and after hoftilities 
were decidedly and vigoroufly commenced, he re- 
forted to his civil character, and propofed an armif- 
tice. This fatal, and pufillanimous expedient, was 
adopted by the council, while it was purfued by. the 
-French, for no other, than the fhameful purpofe, of 
_creating divifions in the ftate, and mutiny among the 
troops. Libels of the moft falfe and treacherous 
tendency were diftributed throughout the Swifs 
camp, aceufing their moft meritorious officers, of 
the foul defign, of betraying the liberties of Swit- 
zerland, and delivering its troops, into the hands of 
their enemies. The fluctuating condué of the gov- 
ernment, furnifhed too ftrong a confirmation, of 
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this feditious calumny. At one moment, feeling the 
pride, and afluming the port, of a gallant anceftry, 
the council refolved to preferve their liberties from 
the unhallowed touch of fraternization, or perifh in 
the attempt; the next, as if fcared at their own te- 
merity, they erafed the manly refolution from their 
journals, that nought might appear, but the record 
of their difhonor.—At one time, adopting a noble 
and generous policy, they armed the commander of 
the forces, with ample power, to vindicate the mod- 
ern Swifs from the foul ftain of cowardice—the refo- 
lution is {carcely paffed ere the genius of difcord en- 
ters—they palfy the hands of their general, at the 
moment he is about to ftrike, and thus the only op- 
portunity of faving Switzerland, is forever loft. 

In the midft of thefe perplexing councils, and 
contradictory meafures, the troops gave way, to the 
fuggeftions of calumny, and in an evil hour they 
fell upon their own officers, many of whom, were 
the wretched victims, of a fury and defpair, at once 
ferocious and irrefiftible. The French general, 
carefully availed himfelf, of thefe dilatory and dif- 
- graceful fcenes, to move his army into pofitions, 
which might infure his fuccefs; and nothing now 
remained, but to attack a foe who had yielded his 
laft and only hope. ‘The conviction and remorfe, of 
the Swifs troops, came at laft to remind them, that 
every thing was loft ; when actuated by defpair, they 
refolved to bury themfelves, under the ruins of their 
country. ‘The onfet was furious and terrible, and a 
feene of havoc and flaughter, enfued, which while 
it refleéts immortal honor, on the expiring valor of 
Switzerland, will exhibit to us, inthe moft glowing 
colors the atrocious and fanguinary fpirit, of thefe 
fierce republicans. 

TuHoucu Switzerland was loft, by the timidity 
and treachery of her own citizens, yet there were 
many, particularly of the magiftrates of Berne, who 
animated by the example of the brave and incor- 
ruptible Steiguer, rufhed into the thickeft of the bat- 
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tle, and heroically died, fighting for the liberties of 
their country. ‘That great man, the Wafhington of 
Switzerland, who had feen the ftorm while yet in 
the fmall and diftant cloud, and had never ceafed to 
warn his countrymen, of its fure and rapid ap- 
proach, refufed to quit the bloody confi, until 
forced by the hand of admiring friendfhip, he was 
reluctantly compelled, to furvive a country, for 
whofe honor he had labored in the cabinet, and 
fought in the field. Illuftrious man !— 


“ O! had thy counfels firm and good, 
Thy vet’ran counfels been purfwd, 
Helvetia ftill had freedom known, 

Nor bent beneath a defpots frown § 
Nor feen her fertile fields laid wafte, 
Her hamlets burn’d her temples raz’d, 
Her cities levell’d in the duit, 

Her fair a prey to fiend-like luft, 

In heaps the dying and the dead, 

Hoar age, and feeble childhood fpread, 
By tempefts fmote, whofe pale remains 
Lie whitening o’er their native plains.” 


Tuus fell the boaft of republics, thé ptide of 
fcience, the envy of Kings. Her exiftence is not 
now tobe traced, but in the fond remembrance, of 
her former virtues, and in the keen regrets, of the 
wife and good, for her departed glory. She was 
not a victim, tothe courage of her enemies ; fince 
while unaflailed, by artifice and intrigue, and clothed 
in her military terrors, fhe ftood aloof, the gaze and 
admiration of the world. But fhe expired in a con- 
vulfive ftruggle, between the arts, and arms, of 
France, and now lies a fad monument, of the folly. 
and ftupidity, of liftening for a moment, to the fyren 
fong of negociation. 

Nor have the United States, much reafon to boaft 
their exemption, from this fyftem of fraud and im- 
pofition. Like Switzerland, we once had our trea- 
ty, and confided our peace to its force; like her, 
we adopted and proclaimed our neutrality, and like 
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her, we have been deceived ; but through the inter- 
pofition of the trong hand of a protecting Provi- 
dence, we have not yet ‘ partaken” of the laft 
** of her plagues.” = 

Hirvertro, our conftitution has efcaped the ruin 
prepared for it, by its enemies ; yet, has it more 
than once, been brought to the brink of political 
deftruction. France has affailed us, under the fpe- 
cious and impofing character, of a friend, a filter, 
and an ally, while her conduct has betrayed, a mor- 
tal and irreverfible hatred, to our political fyftems, 
our morals, our commerce, our laws, and our ma- 
giftrates. In our country, and under the eye of our 
government, jacobinic clubs have been eftablifhed, 
feditious publications have been circulated, and trea- 
fonable correfpondences formed. We have witnefl- 
ed the corruption, of one of the principal officers of 
our government, and the more alarming phenomena, 
of two infurrections, againft the wholefome laws of 
our country. Agents of France, have been multi- 
plied in our borders, fcattering wherever they went, 
the revolutionary venom. The venerable name of 
Wafhington, has been protaned, by the foul breath 
of calumny ; and it was enough, that John Adams, 
was Prefident of the United States, and a virtuous 
man, that 4e alfo fhould become the objeét of the 
bittereft reproach. We have fent public agents, of 
eftablifhed character to France, who have been neg- 
lected, infulted and fpurned from her government ; 
while worthlefs traitors and vagrant confpirators from 
America, have been admitted to the higheft honors. 

Suc is the fketch of French diplomacy, in the 
United States ; the detail of which, would fill vol- 
umes.’ In no refpect, has our fituation been more 
honorable, or fafe, than that of Switzerland, ex- 
cept that we were placed, by the hand of God, be- 
yond the reach of the arms of France. All thefe 
fhameful fcenes, have been acted again, and again, 
on the American theatre, yet there are men, who 
are continually repeating the ftale queftion ; What 
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fhould prevent the accommodation of our differ- 
ences? Why fhall we obftruét the returning friend- 
fhip of France? The moft fatisfactory anfwer to this 
quettion, is the plain and trite remark, that by ne- 
gociation, the French have every thing to gain, and 
nothing to lofe—America, every thing to lofe and 
nothing to gain. 

THe naval force of Great-Britain, has nearly def- 
troyed the ftrength of France, upon the ocean, and 
the combined powers, are giving ample employment 
to her arms, upon the land; and fhe has now no ar- 
my to fpare, for the conqueft of the United States. 
While things remain in their prefent fituation in Eu- 
rope, it would be madnefs in the directory, by break- 
ing with us, to multiply the number of their ene- 
mies. But whenever treaties, or military fuccefs, 
fhall give to France that fuperiority, which fhe fo ar- 
dently and vigoroully purfues, we may then expect 
the full vials of her wrath, to be poured ont upon us. 
With this view, fhe now ftifles her refentment at the 
chaftifement, her colonial pirates have received, and 
though inflamed with revenge, for our daring to op- 
pole her domineering fpirit, fhe is hufhing us to 
fleep, with the lullaby of treaty and alliance. But 
let us remember, that fhe is “ treafuring up” for 
us “* wrath, againft the day of wrath.” With the 
folemn calm, which precedes the earthquake, fhe is 
waiting for the time, when the unreftrained volcano 
of her rage, fhall burft forth, and bear away, in its 
tremendous torrent, our independence, our peace, 
and our very exiftence. 

Tue time mutt fhortly arrive, when the precarious 
treaty between the French republic, and the Spanith 
monarchy, will be diflolved. It is impoffible that a 
convention, founded upon fear and fufpicion on one 
fide, and upon avarice and rapacity, on the other, 
can be of long duration. The money and patience 
of Spain, will foon be exhaufted, and then may we 
expect, the ambitious projeéts of the direétory, to 
open upon the wealthy, but feeble provinces of 
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South-America. They have already turned their ma- 
lignant eyes towards the inexhauttible mines of Mex- 
ice and Peru ; and whenever Spain fhall refufe the 
tribute, which is the price of her prefent tranquility, 
the hungry armies of the French, will be fent to 
carve their own fortunes, in the luxuriant fields of 
Spanifh America. 

PorTENTous will be the fate, of the United 
States, if this event fhall find them, flumbering in 
the arms of fecurity. Can we indulge a hope, that 
the feeble province of Louifiana, will form a fuffi- 
cient barrier, between us and the French when in 
poffeflion of Mexico ? Having reached the borders 
of Georgia or Carolina, an army of Frenchmen will 
find ready prepared, powerful engines of revolution 
and conqueft, The blacks, urged on by vengeance 
for the hardfhips of flavery, and animated by the ex- 
ample of their African brethren in the Wett-Indies, 
will inftantiy join the ftandard of the invader, and 
greedily unite with him, in the work of plunder and 
blood. Imagination already conceives, myriads of 
furious Africans, colleéting together the materials 
of vengeance, and marching in dread array, to the 
dwellings of their mafters. Paint to yourfelves, 
cities given up to indifcriminate plunder, villages 
facked and burned, the country defolated, and the 
fields ‘* watered with the blood of their cultivators.” 
Liften to the groans of wretched wh'te-men, butch- 
ered by their infuriate flaves, the fhricks of mothers, 
and of virgins, a prey to more than demoniac luft 
and barbarity, and the cries of infants, 


“ ftabbed at the breaft, 
Or recking on the points of fportive javelins.” 


Axove all, view Frenchmen, mingled with ne- 
groes, lefs favage than themfelves, and with {miles 
of ecitacy, joining in the impure and fhocking death- 
dance of Africa, and by their hideous obfequies, in- 
fulting the remains of the flaughtered inhabitants. If 
any one imagines this picture over drawn, let him 
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read the revolutionary tragedy of St. Domingo; 
there he will find, “ confirmation ftrong, as proofs, 
from holy writ.” 

Sucu are the fcenes, we may expect to fee reali- 
zed, in our happy country, unlefs all our refources, 
all our energies, are brought into immediate and 
active operation. 

InsuLts of an ordinary defcription, had not the 
power to produce in our government, or people, 
any refentment, againft the fierce and marauding 
{pirit, of the French republic. _It required the com- 
plete proftration of our trade, the deftruétion of our 
national charaéter, and even a civil war, in the heart 
of cur country, to infufe into our public councils, 
a {mall portion of the fpirit of our fathers. So long 
indeed had our patience continued, that we had be- 
come the jeft, the bye-word, and fcorn of all na- 
tions not éxcepting even France. The magic {pell, 
of parchment chains, which bound us ftronger to 
France than iron bonds, is now happily deftroyed. 
The day on which’ our treaty was vacated, was to 
America, a fecond 4th of July—another natal day 
of our glorious independence. 

Turs change of fpirit and meafures, has at length, 
opened our eyes, to new and animating fcenes, and 
enabled us to feel, the immenfe difference there is, 
between a refolute and fpirited nation, and a people, 
complaining, undecided, and forever temporizing. 
We are now beginning to form a national character; 
our government, is afluming a refpeCtable, and com- 
manding attitude ; our infant navy, has already 
given a hzypy {pecimen, ef what the wooden-walls 
of America, may one day become ; and we are faft 
approaching the time, when we fhall not only “ have 
a name,” but be “ a praife among the nations.” 
Commerce too, not long fince “ laid low, even in 
the duit,” now raifes her drooping head ; and while 
refting her limbs on the anchor of hope, and bran- 
difhing in her hand, the American trident, fhe fixes 
her fteady eye on a diftant object, and refolves to 
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recover her accultomed honors, and reftore to her 
country its departed f{plendor. 

Sucu has been the effect, of calling up a fmall 
portion, of the refources of our country ; and one 
would imagine, that few could be found, fo loft to 
all national pride, fo deftitute of every fentiment 
of patriotifm, as to with for a relaxation of meaf- 
ures, fo evidently calculated to raife our reputaticn, 
and to eftablifh for ourfelves, fo permanent a fecu- 
rity. Yet is it a melancholy truth, that in our own 
country, among our own citizens, even in our pub- 
lie councils, many are found, who with a perfever- 
ance at once aftonifhing and alarming, attempt “ to 
{top the wheels of government,” by a determined 
oppofition to every meafure of fafety, and who till 
continue to fing, the everlafting fong, of ‘ peace, 
peace ; when there is no peace.” 

Turn then, a deaf ear, to fuch perfidious, fuch 
treacherous counfellors. Remember, that when you 
attempt to negociate with France, you have to treat 
with a nation of philofophers, the high priefts, in 
the temple of impiety ; of republicans, the deter- 
mined worfhippers of anarchy; of ftatefmen the 
rapacious robbers of the human race. Call to mind 
the horrid fchool, in which the new law of nations, 
the terrible code of France, has been taught. Re- 
collect that the inventors, propagators, and adepts, 
of this new code, are governed by principles which 
fet at defiance all religion and morality ; blafphe- 
moufly {coff at every thing virtuous and good, and 
refolve to facrifice on their impious altars, until the 
final diffolution of the moral elements of the world. 
Be perfuaded, that the pernicious doétrines, of this 
modern philofophifm, were not meant merely for 
the clofet fpeculations, and impious paftime, of the 
adepts ; but rather behold, in the unhappy fate of 
Holland, Geneva, Venice, and Switzerland, a pratti- 
cal conftruction, and a literal execution, of their moit 
horrid tenets. In the convulfive ftruggles and expir- 
ing fighs, of thefe wretched and deluded nations, an- 
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ticipate your fure, and inevitable deftiny, if loft 
to your own dignity and fafety, you fhall again lend 
a willing ear, to the fuggeltions of France. The 
fpirit, which her injuries have roufed, fhe has un- 
willingly beheld, and now attempts to foothe your 
manly indignation, by dropping the haughty lan- 
guage of a defpot, and affuming the foft tone, of a 
friend and ally. Regard not the fudden change, of 
this Protean monfter, who can at any time aflume 
the fhape which beft fuits her purpofe. Although 
fhe now fmiles, and fawns, and would lick our feet, 
remember, that “ like the tiger, fhe always crouches, 
ere fhe leaps upon her prey.” 


